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Learning Mission, Living Mission: Churches that Work,
by Glynis LaBarre, Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 2012. 120 pp. $15.99.  
ISBN 9780817017255
Reviewed by Dale R. Jensen, Library Director, Evangel University, Springfield, MO
The term MCLE (Missional Church Learning Experience) is used extensively 
throughout the book and that was the first clue that this book provides an outline 
of suggestions for transforming an inward-focused church into an outward-focused 
church. Each of the seven chapters and three appendices are focused on one aspect of 
this process. Each chapter ends with a list of highlights from the chapter’s discourse. 
The author takes the reader on a “learn by doing” journey, giving well-developed 
instructions and encouragement to those who will take seriously the mandate 
from Jesus to His disciples: “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation” (Mark 16:15 NIV).
I think it is an appropriate book for church leaders because of what I see taking place 
in the church today. Young Christians are definitely missional-minded and churches 
that are growing are also missional-focused. Following the steps outlined in this 
book will lead a church into being community-focused on a full-time basis rather 
than occasional outreaches. Many churches have become ingrown and ineffective; 
the information in this book will help any church and its leadership break that cycle 
and become missional.
Although nearly every example or testimonial in each chapter is from a Baptist church 
or a leader in a Baptist church, the principles will work within any congregation that 
is others-minded.
Leisure and Spirituality: Biblical, Historical,  
and Contemporary Perspectives
by Paul Heintzman. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2015. 324 pp.  
$24.99. ISBN 9780801048722
Reviewed by Elizabeth Pearson, Library Director, Montreat College, Montreat, NC
Heintzman, associate professor of leisure studies at the University of Ottawa, offers a 
Christian perspective on leisure studies literature and research in this book from Baker 
Academic’s Engaging Culture series. The author presents a holistic understanding of 
leisure and asserts that leisure is most fully realized within the context of a relationship 
